THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
For these reasons the antagonism between parents and
children remains, as we know, strong even in present day
civilisation, though there are grounds for thinking that it may
perhaps have been stronger in those earlier stages of society
in which a more complex patriarchal system flourished.
Negative	As regards the negative or reactionary aspects of the hate
aspects of the attitude, it is pretty clear that the influences which tend to
produce repression or inhibition of the hate are in the main
of two kinds: — (i) "moral" influences, such as the acceptance
of a code of ethics, or of a tradition, with which parent hatred
is incompatible; (2) the co-existence with the hate of a genuine
love, admiration or respect towards the parent who is hated.
" Moral"	As regards the ultimate psychological nature of the first
influences o{ faese factors, we are face to face with a problem concerning
which there is at present no very great degree of certainty or
unanimity, *. e. the problem of the general nature of the forces
of repression which inhibit the immoral or anti-social tendencies
of the mind. Freud * is inclined to lay stress upon the impulses
centering round the self (though more especially in connection
with the repression of the sexual trends); others, like McCurdy2
Trotter3 and Hart4, emphasize the importance of the gregarious
tendencies in this connection. Whatever may be their ultimate
basis in the mind, there can be little doubt however that these
moral forces on the whole increase with advancing culture,
thus tending always to substitute an indirect or negative for
the more primitive direct or positive expression of the hate
attitude towards the parents.
Love that	As regards the second factor, the arousal of love in oppo-
sls sition to hate is evidently dependent partly (a) upon the child's
hate
every natural manifestation of youthful joy, or vitality is condemned; as is
sometimes the case, for instance, with parents of an ultra-puritanical way
of thinking, whose own mental life, however admirable in other respects,
has been warped by excessive inhibitions. Although marked perhaps by
less bitterness than is usual in such cases, .'Edmund Gosse's remarkable
work " Father and Son" affords much interesting ground for thought in this
connection.
1	e. g. "Zur Emfuhrung des Narzifimus."   Jahrbuch der Psychoanalyse,
1914, VI, 5 ff -
2	Psychiatric Bulletin, I, No. i; "The Psychology of War," 49.
s " Instincts of the Herd in Peace and "War/* 79 ff.
4 "The Psychology of Insanity," 167 ff.
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